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MEDIA INVITATION  
 
DATE: 4 MAY 2025  
 
MINISTER OF TOURISM, PATRICIA DE LILLE, TO OPEN THE MIDDLE EAST 
AFRICA (MEA) FUTURE LEADERS CHALLENGE SOUTH AFRICA ON 5 MAY 2025 
IN SANDTON, JOHANNESBURG 
 
On Monday, 5 May 2025, Minister of Tourism, Patricia de Lille, will open the Middle East Africa 
(MEA) Future Leaders Challenge South Africa in Sandton, Johannesburg.  
 
The Future Leaders Challenge (FLC) is an innovative initiative aimed at developing future 
leaders within the tourism and hospitality sector while driving collaboration and aligning human 
capital strategies across the UK and Ireland, the Middle East, Africa, and India. The Future 
Leaders Challenge provides a platform for decision-makers to strategise and act on pressing 
challenges in talent development for this dynamic industry. 
 
The Future Leaders Challenge is a 36-hour immersive experience that blends competition, 
collaboration, and strategic dialogue.  
 
Up to 18 hospitality and tourism schools and training institutions are participating.   
 
Four “best-of-class” students who spent three months working on strategic, industry-specific 
challenges will present their solutions and insights during the live conference, showcasing 
actionable ideas to tackle critical issues in tourism and hospitality. 
 
Minister De Lille will announce the G20 Tourism Hackathon at the Future Leaders Challenge. 
 
Details of the event are as follows:  
 
Date:   Monday, 5 May 2025  
Time:   09h00 for 11h00  
Venue: Radisson Blu Hotel, Sandton, Johannesburg  
 
 
All media are welcome to attend  
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